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Academics Without Borders’ mission is to assist low- and 
middle-income countries to improve their institutions of 
higher education so that they can train their own experts and 
conduct research to assist in their countries’ development.

Mission

A world where a quality higher education is available to 
everyone.

Vision

AWB
Academics Without Borders
Universitaires sans frontières

USF
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Working both online and on-site

KENYA
Building Capacity for 
Transitioning to 
Competency Based 
Curriculum in 
Post-secondary STEM 
Education in Kenya
Dedan Kimathi University
of Technology (DKUT)

LEBANON
Establishment of formal 
collaboration to set up 
an accreditation & 
quality assurance system 
at the Institute Superieur 
de Sante Publique (ISSP)
Saint Joseph University 
of Beirut

KENYA
Enhancing Pedagogical 
Delivery through 
Integration with 
Information & 
Communication 
Technology
Turkana University 
College

UGANDA
Enhancing capacity of 
Soroti University faculty 
in Systemic Reviews/
Meta-Analysis
Soroti University

BRAZIL
Professional training 
program for building 
innovative and 
evidence-based nursing 
interventions in Brazil: 
from theory to 
implementation of 
guidelines
University of Campinas 
(UNICAMP)

RWANDA
Implementation of 
Master's In Global 
Nursing Leadership 
degree
University of Global 
Health Equity (UGHE)

UGANDA
Formulating University 
Research Policy
University of Saint 
Joseph Mbarara

NEPAL
Mentoring academic staff 
in writing research grant 
proposals
Madan Bhandari University 
of Science & Technology 
(MBUST)

PAKISTAN
Developing 3D Bioprinting 
capacity for personalized 
medicine in Pakistan
Aga Khan University (AKU)

GHANA
Training of Facilitators 
and Trainers of 
Instructional Skills
Workshop 
Simon Diedong Dombo 
University of Business & 
Integrated Development 
Studies

SENEGAL
Establishment of 
doctoral training in 
didactics at the 
Faculty of Sciences 
and Technologies of 
Education and 
Training (FASTEF)
Cheikh Anta Diop 
University of Dakar: 
Faculté des sciences et 
technologies de 
l’éducation et de la 
formation (FASTEF)

KENYA
Capacity Building 
in Research
Katarina University

KENYA
Needs assessment on 
Lecturerers' capacity 
in Competency 
Based Curriculum 
implementation
Jaramogi Oginga Odinga 
University of Science & 
Technology (JOOUST)

MADAGASCAR
Empowering English 
Language Teachers: EFL 
Pegagogy Workshop for 
Faculté des Lettres et 
Sciences Humaines
University of 
Antisiranana

NEPAL
Advisory Committee for 
the University of Nepal 
Development Board
University of Nepal
(proposed)

ZIMBABWE
Development of rural 
family medicine residency 
training programs
University of Zimbabwe 
College of Health Sciences 
(UZCHS) and National 
University of Science &
Technology (NUST)

GUYANA
Empowering Bina Hill 
Institute faculty and 
students through 
sustainable pedagogy
Bina Hill Institute

2025 Projects

2025 Host Institution 2025 Foundations

Djavad Mowafaghian Foundation
Red Chair Foundation
Langara Foundation

Flanagan Foundation

KENYA
Needs assessment for 
the revision of School 
of Arts and Social Sciences 
programs to meet new 
Competency Based 
Education requirements
Masinde Muliro University 
of Science & Technology 
(MMUST)

BENIN
Building teaching 
capacity in animal 
production & health
Université 
d'Abomey-Calavi

KENYA
AWB-AKU Blended & 
Distance Learning 
Collaboration to faculty 
members within the 
Aga Khan Development 
Network
Aga Khan University 
(AKU)

UGANDA
Strengthening 
undergraduate 
engineering research 
training in Uganda
Mbarara University of 
Science & Technology 
(MUST)

NEPAL
The Center for Teaching, 
Learning and Educational 
Research (CTLER)
University of Nepal 
(UNepal)

KYRGYZSTAN
Advising the 
Development 
of Research 
Support Services
University of Central 
Asia (UCA)

GHANA
Capacity Building 
in Research
Simon Diedong Dombo 
University of Business & 
Integrated Development 
Studies

KENYA
Development of an MSc 
in Medical Physics
Meru University of 
Science & Technology

MOROCCO
Increasing the capacity 
of veterinary teaching 
in veterinary surgery, 
nutrition and 
theriogenology 
(animal reproduction) 
and pathology
Institut Agronomique 
et Vétérinaire de 
Rabat-Maroc

BANGLADESH
Building Capacity for 
Knowledge Synthesis 
among Academics and 
Learners at a young 
university in Bangladesh
Independent University 
Bangladesh (IUB)

PAKISTAN
Enhancing Learner-
Centered Pedagogical 
Skills of the Faculty 
of University of 
Agriculture Faisalabad
University of Agriculture 
(UAF)

SOUTH AFRICA
Development of a 
support system for 
increasing research 
by women
Mangosuthu University 
of Technology

KENYA
Improving faculty 
capacity for data 
analysis and 
management
Karatina University 
(KarU)

GHANA
Building capacity of data 
science and analytics 
across borders at 
University of Cape Coast
University of Cape Coast

KENYA
Capacity building 
in grant proposal 
writing in Arts & 
Social Sciences
Masinde Muliro 
University of Science 
& Technology (MMUST)

ETHIOPIA
Capacity Building of 
Writing for Funding 
Applications
Bahir Dar University

NIGERIA
Development of an 
online training 
program in Health
Profession Education
Obafemi Awolowo 
University (OAU)

GHANA
Graduate Skills 
Development - 
Implementation of 
professional skills 
development training 
Simon Diedong Dombo 
University of Business 
& Integrated 
Development Studies

BRAZIL
Creation of evidence-
based innovation cluster 
& programming in Ceara
Universidade Estadual 
Do Ceara
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Our Impact

�����������	�������

2025 Volunteers

A heartfelt thanks to our many donors. 
Without your generosity, our programs 
and projects would not happen. 

You make our 
work possible! 
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Financials

$148,008

$140,500

$59,602

$68,019

$9,680

FOUNDATIONS + OTHER

NETWORK

INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS

TOTAL REVENUE

$323,415

PROJECT COSTS

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

NON-STAFF ADMIN.

FUNDRAISING & COMM.

TOTAL EXPENSES

$284,817
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Please consider making a gift today.

Canadian Charitable Registration Number 85510 2588 RR0001
U.S. 501(c)(3) Charitable Registration Number EIN 98-1184500

AWB
Academics Without Borders
Universitaires sans frontières

USF

Thank you!
Demand continues to grow for support provided 
by AWB.  We are grateful to our outstanding 
volunteers, AWB’s Network of universities, 
colleges and polytechnics, led by our host 
institution, the University of British Columbia, 
and the generous organizations and individuals 
who provide the financial resources that are 
essential for AWB to respond to the increasing 
demand. 

Testimonials

SDD-UBIDS’ partnership with AWB has been a truly rewarding and memorable experience. 
Our engagement with AWB not only enhanced our staff research capacity in the areas of 
research ethics and grant writing but also made a significant contribution to the realization 
of our internationalisation at home agenda. Thanks to AWB, we take pride in being the first 
in Ghana to officially incorporate an International Graduate Professional Development 
Program into our graduate studies curriculum. The International Scholar Graduate 
Seminars, conducted by experienced professors visiting as AWB Volunteers, have 
significantly enriched our students' knowledge and skills, creating lasting memories. AWB 
has been an amazing partner in promoting our university's internationalisation agenda, and 
we greatly appreciate its support.”

- Prof. Millicent A. Akaateba, Director, International Collaborations, Simon Diedong Dombo 
University of Business & Integrated Development Studies

AWB's support means we'll be able to train professionals who otherwise wouldn't have had 
this opportunity—and reach patients who otherwise wouldn't have been treated.”

- Professor Daniel Maitethia Memeu, Physics Lecturer, Meru University of Science and Technology

Working with the faculty at the University of Business and Integrated Development 
Studies... in Ghana was a phenomenal learning opportunity for everyone involved. The 
faculty were so dedicated and, working both online and on site, we were able to implement 
a successful train-the-trainer model for instructional skill development. It was a true 
collaboration, and I was thrilled to be a volunteer for this project. I am hugely grateful to 
AWB for its support. ”

- Jill Grose, AWB Volunteer, Brock University

$195,624

Academics Without Borders’ Network in 
2025 included 39 universities and 
colleges across Canada.

AWB Network in 2025

AWB continued to go from strength to strength in 2025! On behalf 
of the Board of Directors, we extend our heartfelt thanks to our 
partner institutions, dedicated staff, Board and Advisory Council, 
Network of colleges, universities and polytechnics, our host 
institution the University of British Columbia, our many generous 
donors—and, of course, our extraordinary volunteers.

Though we were deeply saddened by the loss of our visionary 
founder, Steven Davis, in early 2025, his dream lives on. Steven 
understood that strong, local higher education is essential to 
healthy, prosperous, and equitable societies. His bold idea was to 
work with universities and colleges in low- and middle-income
countries on capacity-building initiatives identified, owned and 
sustained by the institutions themselves. AWB does this by 
facilitating collaborations between its international partners and 
academic volunteers, drawn from AWB’s Canadian Network of 
post-secondary institutions and from institutions around the 
world.

Steven’s vision continued to guide us in 2025 through more than 
three dozen new, continuing, and completed projects. In 18 
countries across Africa, Asia and South America, AWB volunteers 
worked with colleagues to help strengthen research, teaching, 
programs, and institutions. Our projects ranged from expanding 
research opportunities for women faculty in South Africa and 
strengthening engineering research in Uganda, to developing 3D 
bioprinting capacity in Pakistan and advancing data science in 
Ghana.

Many projects also built on earlier successes to deepen and 
broaden their impact. A project that created an MSc in Medical 
Physics in Kenya, for example, has expanded to support a 
consortium of five universities to train specialists for cancer care 
throughout the country. Through our partnership with Aga Khan 
University (AKU), the Online Teaching in Higher Education program 
– adapted from a program that originated at AKU – continued to
grow and is now reaching educators across multiple countries. And 
in Nepal, AWB continued its partnership with the new University 
of Nepal, supporting its Center for Teaching, Learning and 
Educational Research as the university prepares to welcome its 
first cohort of students.

These achievements came amid growing pressures facing higher 
education during 2025. Political and economic instability, 
immigration restrictions, climate pressures, and rapid technological 
change are placing new demands on institutions already operating 
with limited resources. Moreover, Canadian non-profits are facing 
a diminished and increasingly competitive funding landscape. In 
short, even as demand for AWB’s work continues to grow, fewer 
resources are available to meet that demand. 

These challenges reaffirmed the strength of our model. Because 
our projects are locally initiated, volunteer-supported, and focused 
on sustainable capacity, AWB delivers lasting impact at a fraction 
of the cost of traditional consulting models. 

As we look to the future, we remain tremendously optimistic. The 
need for locally rooted institutions of higher education and for 
global academic collaboration has never been greater. Together, we 
make a clear, measurable impact and, together, we can do even 
more.

Thank you for standing with AWB as a valued member of our 
remarkable community, and for helping us advance global equity in 
higher education.

Warm regards,
Nancy and David

$34,907

$147,516
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https://www.awb-usf.org/our-people/
https://www.awb-usf.org/our-people/
https://www.awb-usf.org/our-people/advisory-council/
https://www.awb-usf.org/the-work/
https://www.awb-usf.org/volunteers/our-volunteers/
https://www.awb-usf.org/donate/donors/
https://www.awb-usf.org/donate/
https://www.awb-usf.org/donate/

