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Academics Without Borders 
Universitaires sans frontières

OUR ABILITY TO 
SUPPORT HIGH 
QUALITY EDUCATION 
IN DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES RELIES 
ON OUR SUPPORTERS, 
OUR VOLUNTEERS 
AND OUR NETWORK 
PARTNERS.  

THANK YOU.

We are
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People living in the world’s poorest countries have inadequate 
health care and a lack of educational and economic opportunities. 
Many children die young while others fail to thrive due to 
malnutrition, disease and hopelessness. Even so, many, like Sudhan 
Devkota in Nepal, dream of becoming doctors, nurses, teachers, 
engineers, or scientists. 

Countries like Sudhan’s desperately need strong, capable 
universities rooted in their own cultures and focused on their 
countries’ pressing challenges. Without resources, they cannot 
produce the trained people they need to improve the lives of their 
people. 

Among organizations involved in international development, only 
Canada’s Academics Without Borders focuses entirely on helping 
developing countries build the capacity of their universities to 
educate their own experts and conduct their own research. 

Your donation will help Sudhan and others 
like him provide much-needed health care 
to the women and children in rural Nepal.

Canada’s Academics Without 
Borders focuses entirely on 

helping developing countries 
build the capacity of their 

universities to educate their 
own experts and conduct 

their own research.

HIGHER EDUCATION 
OPENS DOORS TO 
CHANGE

Since childhood, I had a dream to be a 
doctor and serve my nation. But it was not 
an easy path, as my family was [not able] to 
bear the cost. I have seen people who are 
poor, helpless and hopeless and I am looking 
forward to the day when I can help them.

“

–SUDHAN DEVKOTA, MEDICAL STUDENT
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Academics Without Border’s University Network includes 21 
universities across Canada. 

Membership in the Network offers opportunities for academics 
to propose projects and to participate as volunteers. It gives 
meaning to the universities’ commitment to extend their reach 
internationally—engagement that enriches the experience of 
Canadian students. 

The Network’s involvement in AWB projects reinforces Canada’s 
reputation as a country that meets its moral commitment to 
providing help to the world’s most disadvantaged. All Canadians 
can feel proud that our universities and their academics support 
the improvement of developing countries’ universities in this way.

CANADA’S  
UNIVERSITIES  
MAKING A DIFFERENCE

The internationalization of education [is] the process of 
integrating international, intercultural, and global dimensions and 
perspectives into the purpose, functions and delivery of education. 
It shapes institutional values, influences external relations and 
partnerships, and impacts upon the entire educational enterprise. 

“

–CANADIAN BUREAU OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

The Network’s involvement 
in AWB projects reinforces 

Canada’s reputation as a 
country that meets its moral 

commitment to providing 
help to the world’s most 

disadvantaged.

The number of projects involving AWB’s 
Network universities already exceeds 
our funding capacity. Your donation will 
allow us to implement many more of 
these projects in the next 5 years. 

The Network
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One Volunteer

Trained Professors

Educated Students

Local Citizens Benefitted

Academics Without Borders sends volunteer 
academics and professionals on a wide range of 
transformational projects at universities in the 
developing world.  

Through the “train-the-trainer” model we use, each 
project builds local capacity and expertise, creating 
sustainable programs so that the benefits of AWB’s 
involvement are multiplied and persist long after the 
volunteers return home.

THE IMPACT OF ONE 
VOLUNTEER

Volunteers donate their time; your 
donation covers their travel costs and other 

expenses that make their work possible. 



My goal is to help move toward a society in 
which there is full equity, and in which all 
people truly include and embrace a diverse 
human spectrum that includes disabled people.

“

–EARLLENE ROBERTS, AWB VOLUNTEER
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DONATION FUNDED
$5,248
• Travel & Health Insurance, 

Vaccinations
• Airfare & Travel Expenses
• Food on Site
• Administration (15%)

CONTRIBUTIONS BY HOST 
UNIVERSITY
$6,000
• Local Accommodation
• Local Transport
• Other Expenses

EQUIVALENT VOLUNTEER SALARY 
(4 MONTHS)
$30,000

DONATIONS OF 

BY IN-KIND 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

FOR A TOTAL VALUE 
OF 

WERE 
LEVERAGED

7.9x

$5,248

$41,258

SCALE O
F IM

PACT

$41,258

7.9x

MINIMIZING COSTS.
MAXIMIZING IMPACT.

Here’s how your donations are put to work.

The University of British Columbia’s Earllene Roberts volunteered 
her expertise for 4 months to help the State Islamic University-
Yogyakarta in Indonesia develop a program for disabled 
students—a critically important and much-neglected initiative in 
the developing world.

The donations that funded AWB’s actual expenses of $5,248 
were leveraged 7.9 times by the in-kind contributions from the 
local university and Earllene’s pro bono work.

Your Donations at Work

DONATION FUNDED 

CONTRIBUTIONS IN-KIND
BY HOST UNIVERSITY & 
VOLUNTEER



SINCE 2009 WE’VE ENABLED MORE THAN 
100 VOLUNTEERS TO WORK ON 90 PROJECTS 
WORLDWIDE AT AN AVERAGE COST OF $4,000

 I was lucky enough to visit the project. I was 
amazed to learn that this program is the only one 
of its kind in Indonesia and that it survives and 
supports students with very little funding. 

The first thing that struck me was the energy of the 
students, who seemed to have the joy of learning 
in their eyes. I also got to meet Earllene, who was 
engaged in helping the program be more effective 
and useful. It was a great experience for me and I 
wouldn’t hesitate to donate to other AWB worthy 
causes. 

“

–COLIN PARANCHYCH, AWB DONOR

I wish to extend my heartfelt thanks to Brian Goodman. He 
did extremely well by expanding our knowledge in the areas of 
Expository Writing, Creative Writing, Reading Strategies, etc. 
His continual support was essential and tremendously helped 
our department in meeting some of its enormous challenges. 

“
–AUSTIN S. LABLAH, TEACHING ASSISTANT, 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH, UNIVERSITY OF LIBERIA

We met students at a rural hospital in Gorka… I 
asked them what they wanted to specialize in. All of 
them said their first or second choice was cardiology! 
I asked how come. They mentioned you as an 
inspiring teacher. So, I wanted to share with you this 
beautiful effect your work had on the students. 

“

–DR. NOAH LIEL, CARDIOLOGIST,
BEN GURION UNIVERSITY, ISRAEL

Sam Scully has been an invaluable mentor to our 
Network of Quality Assurance and Improvement. 

The impact Sam has made will be felt not only at 
our own university, but also as we share lessons 
and build capacity in the regions we serve in East 
Africa, Pakistan, and Central Asia.  

“

–DR. TASHMIN KHAMIS, DIRECTOR AKU NETWORKS 
OF QUALITY, TEACHING AND LEARNING, 

AKU, EAST AFRICA
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Volunteer: Earllene Roberts

Program: Disabilities

Institution: State Islamic University, Yogyakarta

Manager, Disability Resource Centre, University of British 
Columbia-Okanagan Campus, Kelowna, British Columbia

Volunteer: Dr. Bibiana Cujec

Program: Cardiology

Institution: Patan Academy of Health Sciences 

Professor, Cardiology, University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, Alberta

Volunteer: Brian Goodman

Program: Writing

Institution: University of Liberia

Assistant Professor, English Department, 
Arizona State University

Volunteer: Sam Scully

Program: Education & Quality Control

Institution: Aga Khan University

Former Chair, Ontario Universities Council on 
Quality Assurance, Toronto, Ontario 

INDONESIA
KENYA, TANZANIA & UGANDA

LIBERIA

NEPAL



HELP UNIVERSITIES 
BUILD A BETTER 
WORLD

With your help, we can send more 
volunteers to enable universities to make a 
difference in the lives of people throughout 
the developing world. 
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$750,000
Fundraising Goal for Projects 

2018 - 2022

Donate Now
www.awb-usf.org/support

The number of requests for projects we receive from 
universities throughout the developing world far exceeds 
the number we can currently support. 
 
Each project request reflects an urgent need to build 
capacity and improve the quality of teaching, research 
skills, and administration.  

Higher education has given ample proof of its…ability to induce 
change and progress in society. Society has become increasingly 
knowledge-based, so that higher learning and research now 
act as essential components of cultural, socio-economic, and 
environmentally sustainable development of individuals, 
communities, and nations. 

“

– WORLD DECLARATION ON HIGHER EDUCATION - UNESCO



SUPPORTING HIGHER 
EDUCATION IN THE 
DEVELOPING WORLD
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