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This is the first newsletter devoted to news about the members of Academics Without Borders’ (AWB’s) newly 
established Network, which was launched on September 15, 2016. AWB’s Network is a consortium of universities 
that enables its members to participate in AWB’s activities, thus expanding and deepening their own interna-
tional presence while also helping AWB to fulfill its mission. AWB’s mission is to help universities in developing 
countries improve their universities, so that they can educate the experts and professionals they need for their 
development.

This newsletter, along with the AWB website, conferences, and meetings, will keep the Network’s member  
universities informed about AWB projects and opportunities.

Sixteen universities have joined the Network!
AWB is excited to announce that the following are the first 16 universities to become members of the Network: 
Brock University, Carleton University, Concordia University, McGill University, McMaster University, Queen’s 
University, Ryerson University, Simon Fraser University, University of Alberta, University of Calgary, University 
of Manitoba, University of Saskatchewan, University of Toronto, University of Winnipeg, Western University, and 
Wilfrid Laurier University.

Call for Proposals
On September 15, 2016. AWB sent to the nine universities that were members of the Network on that date a Call for 
Proposals to distribute to their academics soliciting proposals for projects that fall within AWB’s mission. The Call has 
two stages. In the first stage, academics submit project proposals, together with letters of support from the institutions 
in the developing world with which they are partnering. If the proposed project is within AWB’s mission, the proposal 
progresses to the second stage, in which AWB contacts the partner university in the developing world, asking it to 
submit a more fully developed project proposal. If that proposal meets AWB’s criteria for projects, it becomes an AWB 
project, which AWB supports both operationally and financially if sufficient funding is available. The deadline for  
submission was November 1. Four projects were submitted and three were retained for the second stage.  
The deadline for the developing world partner universities to submit proposals is December 30.

Pammla Petrucka’s Story: An AWB Volunteer in East Africa
Faculty Member, University of Saskatchewan
A Network Member University

I have been an AWB volunteer at the Aga Khan University in East Africa since 2011, working with 
AKU’s School of Nursing and Midwifery on its campuses in Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda. I am 
passionate about nursing. I began my career by training for a nursing diploma and went on to 
earn a B.Sc. and then a Ph.D. I wanted to put my skills to work in the part of the world that most 
needed them, so I went to work in East Africa. Our goal was to improve the school’s program so 
that it could offer a B.Sc. in Nursing to nurses who already had a diploma in the profession.

In Tanzania, the number of nurses and midwifes per 10,000 population is 2.4. In the time I’ve been 
a volunteer with AWB, we have trained a faculty of six people who in turn graduate 18 nurses per 

year with a B.Sc. in Nursing. All the students are front-line nurses who take courses after working a full shift. These 
nurses work in very challenging situations. For instance, patients may have been carried by loved ones for two days 
to reach a nursing station. Mothers who want care for their children must often walk for several hours and cannot 
travel after dark for fear of being attacked by lions, hyenas, or other wild animals. With very little in the way of  
supplies or medication, Tanzanian nurses must manage to help burn victims, people with anemia and other  
preventable diseases, and people with HIV/AIDS. In one clinic, it is not unusual for the nurses to see 400 to 500 wo-
men a day for prenatal care. On average, a Tanzanian nurse cares for over 10,000 patients per year. So, the  
18 recent graduates of the AKU nursing faculty are bringing improved health care to 180,000 patients a year. 

In 10 years, the number of highly trained nurses will have climbed to the point where they are providing improved 
health care for 1,800,000 Tanzanians a year. Of course, if AKU is able to expand its Nursing Faculty, progress will 
take place much faster, and far more people will be reached and helped. - Pammla Petrucka

Pammla Petrucka is an Associate Professor in the College of Nursing at the University of Saskatchewan in  
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.

A Grant for Network Projects
The Djavad Mowafaghian Foundation has awarded AWB a grant of $20,000 each year for two years. The grant will 
be used for ten Djavad Mowafaghian Foundation Fellowships. The Fellowships are for volunteer expenses for  
projects that come through Network academics and become AWB projects.

AWB Campus Chapters

Universities that become members of the Network are en-
couraged to establish Campus Chapters for their students. 
Campus Chapters are student-run entities, affiliated  
directly with AWB and composed of students who work 
to support the core functions of AWB through fundrai-
sing, public engagement, and other activities.

Campus Chapters offer students the opportunity to gain 
volunteer and leadership experience, learn about global 
development issues in education, and network with  
fellow students who share their interests. Additionally, 
students may have the opportunity to accompany  
volunteers who are involved in AWB projects and request 
student assistants. Some students will also be given a 
chance to intern with AWB. In the last few years, five 
students from McGill University --Mabel Harriman-Smith, 
Emma Jackson, Lucy Nelson, Alexander Shadeed, and 
Anna St. Clair--interned with AWB. These interns helped 
with fund-raising and social media, and assisted in  
promoting and organizing AWB events in Montreal  
and Toronto.

The AWB Reception in Ottawa

In conjunction with the recent Canadian Bureau of  
International Education (CBIE) conference in Ottawa, 
AWB hosted a reception at the Westin Hotel on No-
vember 14. 23 people from 15 universities attended  
the reception and the dinner that followed. Of those  
attending, 15 people represented 10 Network univer-
sities; the others were from non-member universities. 
It was a great opportunity to connect with Network 
members and to discuss AWB’s work in developing 
countries with non-Network universities. The discus-
sions confirmed that there is a growing interest in  
assisting universities in developing countries.

On November 25, Steven Davis made a presentation about 
AWB to McMaster University, which is a member of the 
AWB Network, during one of the University’s Lunch and 
Learn sessions. The session was sponsored by the Paul R. 
MacPherson Institute for Leadership, Innovation & Excel-
lence in Teaching and Learning, together with McMaster’s 
Office of International Affairs.

Steven began his presentation with an overview of the 
way AWB carries out its projects, emphasizing how impor-
tant it is that each project is initiated by its host university 
in the developing world. Requiring local initiative ensures 
the university’s genuine need for the project and helps 
safeguard the sustainability of the project’s results. Steven 
noted that since 2009, AWB has completed 75 projects in 
17 countries, ranging from curriculum reform to helping 
found a new university. The fact that many of these insti-
tutions have conducted multiple projects in partnership 
with AWB over the years reflects the value they ascribe to 
AWB’s contributions. 

As an example of an AWB-supported project, Steven des-
cribed a project currently underway in Ethiopia at the  
Medical School at Mekelle University, where AWB is  
helping upgrade the teaching of cardiology. Eventually, 
AWB will also help the Medical School set up a residen-
cy program in cardiology. Ethiopia has some 100 million 
citizens but only 12 cardiologists. Steven pointed out that 
AWB’s efforts, with the help of its partner Canadian univer-
sities in the AWB Network, can do a great deal to improve 
the quality of life in developing countries.

Karl Stobbe, an experienced rural physician, an AWB 
volunteer, and Regional Assistant Dean for the Niagara 
Campus of the Michael G. DeGroote School of Medicine, 
also addressed the group. He described his work in Nepal, 
where he is leading a five-year AWB-supported project  
helping the Patan Academy of Health Sciences train its  
medical students on rotations in rural hospitals, where 
they learn to treat desperately underserved local populations.

Peter Mascher, McMaster’s Associate Vice President,  
International Affairs, noted that AWB’s mandate aligns 
with McMaster’s mission of global engagement. He  
pointed out that McMaster, as one of Canada’s leading 
research universities, has a great deal of expertise to offer 
projects in the developing world, which McMaster will  
do in partnership with AWB.

The Lunch and Learn session was very well attended and 
several of those in the audience approached the speakers 
after the talks and expressed interest in AWB’s work.  
In addition, Steven met with McMaster’s Ni Jadon, Senior 
Project Manager & International Liaison Officer, Peter 
Mascher, Associate Vice-President, International Affairs, 
and Arshad Ahmad, Associate Vice-President, Teaching & 
Learning and a member of AWB’s Board, to discuss AWB, 
the Network, and shared values in working in developing 
countries. They were very positive about AWB’s mission 
and past activities and said that they looked forward to 
working with AWB next year and beyond.

Current and Former AWB Volunteers  
from Network Member Universities
The following is a list of all AWB volunteers from Network universities and where they served.

Arch Ritter, Ph.D., Distinguished Research Professor Emeritus,  
Department of Economics and School of International Affairs  
(Liberia)

Ozay Mehmet, Professor Emeritus, International Affairs  
(Economics), Carleton University, Ottawa (Liberia)

Alan Barkun, M.D., Chairholder, Douglas G. Kinnear Chair in  
Gastroenterology and Professor of Medicine, Faculty of Medicine 
(Ethiopia)

Tara Flanagan, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Department of  
Educational and Counselling Psychology (Chile)1

Saleem Razack, M.D., Assistant Dean of Admissions, Equity, and  
Diversity and Associate Professor of Pediatrics, and Core Faculty  
at the Centre for Medical Education (Virtual-Kenya)

Marion Steff, Ph.D., Policy Advisor for Social Inclusion, Sightsavers,  
Chippenham, United Kingdom (Indonesia)
1The project in Chile was conducted before AWB decided to limit the universities it would help to those located 
in countries in the low and medium categories in the UNDP Index.

Karl Edward Stobbe, M.D., Regional Assistant Dean, Niagara  
Regional Campus, Michael G. DeGroote School of Medicine (Nepal)

Jim Cranston, B.Sc., M.B.A., formerly CIO (Liberia)

Nicolas Fillion, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Philosophy Department 
(Ghana)

Vivian Neal, Master of Educational Technology, Educational  
Consultant, Faculty of Applied Sciences (Kenya)

John Waterhouse, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus and former Provost 
and VP Academic (Liberia)

Sarah Bowen, Ph.D., Associate Professor (ret.), School of Public 
Health (Nepal)

Bibiana Cujec, M.D., Professor of Medicine, Faculty of Medicine 
(Ethiopia, Nepal)

Nancy Hannemann, M.A., Director, Global Education (Nigeria)

Alan P. Jones, M.D., Clinical Assistant Professor, Faculty of Medicine 
(Ethiopia)

Kristen Lyons, M.D. CM, Cardiology Fellow (Nepal)

Olga Toleva, M.D., Interventional Cardiology Fellow (Nepal)

Nazneem Wahab, M.D., Director of Education, Division of  
Cardiology, Royal Alexandra Hospital Campus (Ethiopia)

Janice Routledge, M.D., Lecturer, Department of Medicine (Nepal)

Jason Waechter, M.D., Clinical Assistant Professor in the Faculty  
of Medicine (Nepal)

Jania Chilima, Ph.D. candidate, School of Environment and  
Sustainability and the Global Institute for Water Studies (Tanzania)

Carol J. Henry, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Nutrition and Dietetics, 
College of Pharmacy and Nutrition (Ethiopia)

Peter Kapusta, M.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Family  
Medicine (Nepal)

Ayodele Olagunju, Ph.D candidate, School of Environment and  
Sustainability (Tanzania)

Pammla Patrucka, Ph.D., Associate Professor, College of Nursing 
(Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda)

Doreen Walker, Professional Practice Coordinator, College of  
Pharmacy and Nutrition (Ethiopia)

Amy Bender, Ph.D., Professor, Lawrence S. Bloomberg Faculty  
of Nursing (Ethiopia)

Kevin Bezanson, M.D., Lecturer, Department of Family and  
Community Medicine (Ethiopia)

Jörg Liebeherr, Ph.D., Professor, Department of Electrical and  
Computer Engineering (Ghana)

Shan Mohammed, Ph.D. candidate, Lawrence S. Bloomberg Faculty 
of Nursing (Ethiopia)

Eileen Nicolle, M.D. CM, faculty physician in the Health for All,  
Family Health Team, Department of Family and Community  
Medicine (Ethiopia)

Jane Philpott, M.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Family and 
Community Medicine (Ethiopia)

Katherine Rouleau, M.D. CM, Assistant Professor, Department of 
Family and Community Medicine (Ethiopia)

Anne Simmonds, Ph.D., Lecturer, Lawrence S. Bloomberg Faculty 
of Nursing (Ethiopia)

Alexander Shadeed  
working on social media strategies for AWB

Steven Davis, Executive Director, AWB at McMaster

Steven Davis in conversation with Andy Lang,  
Director of the Concordia International Office

Pammla 
Petrucka

Presentation to McMaster University
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